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"What is the matter, Chinnappa?" said Ugrappa:
"You are talking wrong." By this time Chin-
nappa had lost his head. " What kind of headman-
ship was this?" he shouted. This was the most
worthless headmanship possible. He had three
acres of land to be watered and Ramappa had
two. And yet the headman had arranged that
water would be supplied one day to him and one
day to Ramappa. Was this equitable ? Ramappa
was a relative of Ugrappa's. Therefore the
headman was partial to him. " It is easy enough
to be called headman and be honoured, but to be
worthy of the position is not easy." Ugrappa in
reply to all this put one question. "Will you
be headman then, Chinnappa?" "Who said
that?" said Channappa. "Why, then," said
Ugrappa, "do you call my headmanship in
question ? Five days ago you agreed to an
arrangement in the presence of ten others. Today
you say that that arrangement was partial. If
my headmanship is so worthless, it is -up to you
to execute the office worthily."
By this time the Shanbhog of the village had
come and heard the words that were being exchan-
ged. When Ugrappa finished speaking, he talked
to Chinnappa quietly and in the end he got him to
admit that what he had said was wrong. He further